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PART 1

COVERING LETTER

Reference No.........0c..ocuieiiiiiiiiiinie

To: OIC, Military History Section, AHQ.

1. I enclese Communders Diary (AF C2118) (Adapted)
as indicated at Part 2.

2. Please return receipt below.

(Signature) ... ¥ &
Ir//

A DDOTMIORL . e e oyt vces B neee freres e BN
{(OC Unit or senior stalf officer)

PART 2 AF C2119 [Amz

SECRET

ORIGINAL ] Sirike oot where
PUPHICATE- not sppllcable

COMMANDERS DIARY

OF

Unit or Formation.... HQ_ 1 AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCE . e

From . 1 JULY 1966 =~~~ 7. 31 JULY 1966

INDEX
Narrative (AF C 2118) Enclosure Numbers
ANNEXES
* A Duty officer’s log 338 EUE .......
*B Messpes conneeted with loge:. =~ = 2 & = . Eo 0= .
C Operation orders and instructions issued FRAG O 1-2-66 ¢ 1‘6'66
D Operation orders and instructions received OPLAN 86 o .
*E Sitreps issued 1 JUL Y o 31 JULY
F Orders of battle and location reports issued R723/1/80 ...
G Intelligence reports and summaries issued; appreciations made 1. dULY to 31..JULY
H Administrative orders and instructions issued BRUTE T 1o .............
I  Administrative orders and instructions received b s s S
J  Administrative reports and bulletins; ammunition returns; field strength
arnss * 9 FE N B H & B B 00 N e R R0
*K Standing orders issued SOPEE 1. w0 ..2....
L Commander’s policy and demi-official letters -5 TN . S
M Action reports (if required) . T to. . 4. ..
N  Other papers, eg, maps and diagrams, air photos, reports from sub units ... o G
O  Periodical summaries of operations .. = = -~ ... ;I
Z Top Secret Supplementary Diary + NIL
+ RETAINED
t Despatched to

* Only to be included during operations.
T Cross out whichever is not applicable. (i R L e L i




PART 3
COMMANDERS DIARIES
INSTRUCTIONS

AIM

g The aim of a Commanders Diary is to provide data on which to base future improvements in Army
training, equipment, organization and administration, and to furnish historians with a record of the activities of
units and formations in operational and non-operational periods in peace and in war.

GENERAL

2. Entries are to be made daily on AF C 2118 (Adapted) each entry being initialled by the officer
detailed to keep it.

3 Commanders Diaries will conform with the rules for drafting orders given in “Staff Duties (Australia)™
Chapter 2, Section 12.

RESPONSIBILITY

During Non-operational Periods
4. A Commanders Diary is to be compiled by commanders of all formations.

During Operational Periods (1)

5. A Commanders Diary is to be compiled in duplicate by:

Commanders of all formations, _
Each branch of the staff at formation headquarters commanded by a brigadier or above,
Heads of services not below the rank of licutenant colonel. '
Personal staffs and officers holding special appointments.

Unit commanders.

Commanders of a detachment of a unit when so ordered.

e ppER

COMPILATION
6. Both original and duplicate copies are to consist of:
a. Cover (AF C2119) (Adapted).
b. Index as printed on cover.

¢ Narrative (AF C2118) (Adu.pwd].
d. Annexes as shown in the Index.

Te All details of the unit or formation (if a detachment is concerned, the name of the parent unit), period
covered and enclosure numbers of the annexes are to be shown on the cover. If there has been a change of
command since the last report, the date of assumption by the new commanding officer is to be included.

8. The annexes are to be assembled in the groups shown on the cover. If there are no enclosures for
=n annex NIL will be entered on the cover. Hndd]tmnnlnmmmnmmmmtfmapmhrheadquam
tarting at

for operations form Annex *Z", “TOP SECRET
the document. It is to be prepared and disposed of as

'ENTS

s as well as map references), establishment, equipment

| orders given.
e day’s fighting, including company movements.
imander with regard to equipment, tactics, organization

tential importance.
v officers, men and equipment.

yment captured.
:mployed in the time not accounted for. The type of

and to save work as much information as possible is to
iments issued and received, routine returns, etc. All
and the time of receipt or despatch is to be given.

1 BP Coy—274/65—55m
1¢ annexes, but need not give a precis of any of them.

(continwed on back cover)




DISPOSAL

13.  Original Commander’s Diary. This is to be forwarded monthly, unless otherwise ordered, by the
seventh day of the succeeding month direct to AHQ.

14.  Duplicate Commander’s Diary. This must be clearly marked as a duplicate. It is to be sent
separately from the original to AHQ one month after the original has been despatched but not before the

former has been acknowledged.

15.  When overseas, both copies of diaries are to be sent through the Army Records organization in the
overseas theatre but at different times.

16.  TOP SECRET Supplementary Diaries.

a. The documents referred to in Paragraph 9 together with a list of them made out on AF C 2118
(A ) must be placed in separate cover (AF C2119) (Adapted). All details must be filled in
and cover clearly marked in red: “ANNEX Z — OFFICER ONLY”. It may be convenient to
group the papers by appendices.

b. Supplementary diaries must be forwarded under the normal rules for TOP SECRET
correspondence, to AHQ. The inner envelope must be plainly marked:

TOP SECRET
ANNEX Z to
Commanders DIary of............. .coccoviiiiviio imnsisssssinsam s siishass voss (Formation or Unit)
ST, 1 R Lt e b P 3 e st B e e ( Dates)
c. The duplicate su tary diaries must be despatched as shown in Paragraph 14 as soon 2*

receipt of the original been acknowledged.

1 BP Coy—274/65—55m
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This form is to be enclosed with the
annexes in AF-C2119 (Adapted).

MONTH AND YEAR JULY 66.. . .

CO! MANDERS DIARY NARTF \TIVE

AF -C 2118
: (hie)

Junm, 1965
i

UNIT/FORMATION.... HQ. 1. ATR . .. . .

REFERENCE MAPVIETNAN 1:50,000 SHEET 6429-IV-NE COMMANDING OFFICER Brig. Jackson

Place and grid
reference

Date

| The Task Force had a very. full pregramme during the month, including.. .. ..
|.three major operations and three minor operations, continuation of TAOR . | . ..o

| of responsibility and of extending the protective umbrella between the.

|.in LONG PHUOC.Village. YS54565. were.destroyed. and.the great majority of. ...
.{.caches. removed. or. destroyed. .. This completed.the. destruction. of. an enemy. .
. battalion.sized base. and .although . the.patrol.battle. for.this.rich.fruit . ..
|.growing. area will.continue with.decreasing intensity, the enemy ia now. ...
| prevented. from deriving. extensive supplies. of food. from the willage and ..
L oot Ing SR RTRERE . ... oo s ertemnsn e s s ans s S R e e srSsmE
.|-Operation SYDNEY.I and II were. completed. succeasfully.by.5 RAR, . This.... ..
| has..completed . the. search of.the NUIL NGHE mountain area YS3972 to our... ..
| NW, increased the area under our control,.snd is a step towards opening

Event or information

Annex letter and
enclosure number

patrolling. and further development of the base area.. All operations had. |.. ...

the dual aims of destroying enemy forces and installations in our area... .

4.NC major forces and the areas. of dense. civie. populabion... ...

.|.Operation . ENOGGERA concluded successfully and all. tunnels. and.fortificatig

..............................................

| Interprovineial Route 2. Highlight of the operation was the successful

1 BP Coy—273/65—535m




This form is to be enclosed with the
annexes in AF - C 2119 {Adapted).

CC IMANDERS DIARY NAR~ ATIVE

UNIT/FORMATION ... ...

AF - C 2118 {m}’
|

Place and grid
reference

Date

Time

Event or information

Annex letter and
enclosure number

---------

OPERATION HOBART was. conducted in. the Fastern portion of the TAOR. ...
1. Initially it set out to enecircle and sweep .an area where .3 .SAS SQN. paitrold. . ..o,

| had. reported an.occupied YC camp...This was. to. be followed by.destruction.
|.of tunnels. and. caches.in LONG TAN Village.YS4866....The first.part.of the..
| operation was very. .successful, .iwo.major contacts being made with. what... .
| appeared to be,.on both. occassions, a VC.company....Both.actions. took. ...

.| place in very dense. country.at ranges of 20 to.30 metres... Between these .

| possible, 23 WIA,. Documents taken from one of the VC KIA established .

cordon and search of DUC MY Village YS5449729,.. . The battalion sized. cordon

went into the wvillage at 0620H.. . At the same time Psy Ops.aireraft .. ...
overhead warned the wvillagers that the area was.surrounded..and.to.remain.
in their homes... Total VC casualties were 4 VC KIA by.body count, .4 WIA, .

.| was_infiltrated during the hours of darkness.and company search parby. ... ..o

4 YOG, and 15 VCS,. Significant factor seems.to have. been.the positioning | ...

aa. a . useful "dress rehearsal" for future larger.operations .of. this type...

destroyed..  Total VC. casualties were. 7 VC.KIA.by.body.count, 4. .KIA ...

| of the cordon silently. during the hours of. darkness, .. .This should SeIrVe .. | ..o .

| two.contact areas.a.well prepared.battalion.position was. found and. ... et

...........................................

I B P Coy—2175/65—55m




This form is to be enclosed with the
annexes in AF-C 2119 (Adapted).

CO. MANDERS DIARY NARI \TIVE

UNIT/FORMATION ......

AF - C 2118 (Adapted)

Revised Jun, 1965
L]

Date

Event or information

Annex letter and
enclosure number

aernd

.| them as members of the D445 Batialion, .the Frovinecial Mobile battalion.. .
.|Heavy.blood trails and drag marks. indicated much higher enemy. casualties. . |. ...
.|This. is. the first time. the TASK FORCE has contacted sizable enemy.. ... .

.|elements, other than local guerillas....He was.found.ito. be.much more.. ...

skillful than. the local. guerilla, capable of guick offensive reaction and

.{rapid manoeuvre... D445 appears.io.be.a.well trained and well led LOree. . . | .

This was. .also.the. . first time that enemy mortars were used. at close.quarters,..................

.ﬂne...ur..mnre..ﬁﬁm..mrtara..mara..uaed,..and...thia...uarrie.d...uut..an..afi'aatiﬂva..aaam]

-Lanﬂ_ad.-clnae-..‘to...j.--f}oﬁr--HJQ---md--wum&e&--.th&--&--anﬂ--ﬂﬁﬁ---a@paarei---te--hmra---bean---&~-£-luka~.------------------------~--

The .enemy -used. bugle calls as some. -sort of signals, - -These were heard ... :

Afrom - three 80Parate-POAREB . i e
’.’Ehe..asﬂrch__.uf..lnﬂ.ﬂﬁ,..TAH,.,Iilla.ge_..tliﬂ...nnt...maal..aa..mch..enemr...ac.tivitgr...aa...wa.lr .............................................

expected. .  Apparently.an ARVN . Qperation in the wvillage itself in March.....

|geographically. between the. .enemy batialion sized bases. in. IONG FHUQC and...

Bast of LONG TAN,  Operaiion. HQBART was. cut.short and. 6.BAR returned.to...

| pese in order to make 5 RAR available for search operations toc WEST of the

1| BPF Coy—275/65—55m

.............................................




This form is to be enclosed with the
annexes in AF -C 2119 (Adapted).

CO MANDERS DIARY NARI \TIVE

AF -C 2118 (Adapted)

Revised Jun, 1965

|
Place and grid

reference Date

Event or information

Annex letter and

.| the Tagk Force base ares... The move back was by helicepter commeneing ab . |
.11600H and being completed by last light.. ILift was conducted under very. .
.| adverse. conditions. of weather and. light and was. rery.__mall..dme...hﬁth..‘ng.....

b AR and. The US APy Dol laphbar DOMPBII s ... s st o s rass s ssestsesinmssimds aibssesiesicssni dioninsnis ok e

The extensive patrol operations carried out by 5 RAR during the next four

.| days. to. the NE and WEST of the TASK FORCE base were.necessary.as.reporta...

... from a variety. of sources strongly .indicated. that a large VC force .. ... | oo .

had penetrated into. the TAOR from.the NW and was located close.in to the.. |. ..,

..ihad been in the area it was .most unlikely that any.larger. forces had been..
..|Minor operations. were.conducted.during. the period.as.£0lloWws., ...
A den...Operation BRISBANE, 16.duly. to. 18 July,. was. a.move.by.6. RAR.along...
.{Route.15. to.a. general. area YS53065. .in.an attempt to. make.contact with.a...

large VC force. reported to have been there by.reliable.sources...The.......

.,battalion searched the area for three days but.did nat.find trace.of any...
..|large NC.force.. .Il.decided. to.withdraw them at this point, ...
..|Although there were no.significant . contacta.the. time.was. not wasted.. . We
..._......i.laamed...a..great..daal..ahuut...the..a’r.ea...waat...c-f..B&B.T.A,.and..ﬂnrth..nf...Highwa,y:...‘l.ﬁ..

1 BP Coy—275/65—55m

.| WEST and NW... These. operations. revelaed that although several enemy.patrolf.. ...

..............................................




This form is to be enclosed with the
annexes in AF-C2119 {Adl;_i.bd],

CO MANDERS DIARY NART ATIVE

.| We. were able, secretly, . to introduce S48 patrels inte.the hill mass HW....

Nl 7 /= Another minor operation conducted during the period was. Operation
.| GAUNTLET,. which was the escorting.of. Battery.A 2/35.Artillery Battalion....

=

.| for.the.return. of. the empty wehicles...The batiery has.settled. in well.....
..|.and.no .problems.have.been. experienced. in.fire . cocordination. through the.....
.| 1.Field Regiment. Tactical.CE,. Battery A is a Nedium Batiery.of.six.155...
o rrrsati Howitzers SP,... .The additional. range and weight of shell provided.are.wery

.| operations consist.of the. move,.along.roads.of.an. APC.element. with.air...
.| cover. and. .artillery. support and with.an.infantry. element. in APC's. ...
| following as an immediate ground.reaction.force....Additional.infantry......

-ara--maintaim:i..at..a..hiigﬂl};..a-tgmﬁ...madinaaﬁ..in-..the.-haaa---fun..mwamant---hgt -------

| af BARIA after attempts to introduce them. from. other directions had.failed

.| and the battalion group movement itself was a rﬁry...uaeful..grnund-._mo.hility...

..4.05. £rom. LONG BINH. to.the. .Task.Force. Area, where it.is.now located,.and....

..............................................




This form is to be enclosed with the
annexes in AF-C2119 (Adapted).

CO MANDERS DIARY NAR ATIVE

REFERENCE BIRP............c.ioouiiomimenvonsimmiisissips s sosssss

Event or information

----------------------

.|helicopter. The aim is to demonstrate to the VC and eivil population. that
.|the VC does not have control of the roads as he boasts. . Since TONG HAI .

.|Operation took swimming costumes and took advantage.of the opporiunity... .

is a seaside village and former holiday resort, miﬁa,..takina..paﬁ,..m_.me

for a swim, The 5 RAR Regimental Band played during lunch, much. to the

el B RET D e S e o R S SRR e S R

.|Progress.on the base.canp.is. going well.but. roadwork..is.still. being. ...
..lheampered . greatly by heavy. rain... Development.on.the.airsirip.is. proceeding
..jslowly as it is also.being.hampered.by monsoon.rains,.... It was. found.. ...

..............................................

..............................................

.necessary.to. excavate. -%g%oz;%g;gﬁmpuimn +the--base-area because it -was .o




This form is to be enclosed with the
annexes in AF =C 2119 (Adapted).

CO’ MANDERS DIARY NAR! \TIVE

AF - C 2118 (Adapted)

Revised Jun, 1963

| fleor boards have been . .available. so. far.  FPreparatory. survey.has been. . .

..|for. A,.B,. .and C.vehicles,.and . clothing.. .. At one. stage during.the.month,....

.| found . that the. original.one atiracted. so. many scavengers.and. became.g......
.|seeurity problem.. Disposal of rubbish. within.the Task Force is.a serious.
ARAMIBIATIREIre. PPORLEM.... oo e e ot s g s ssaspsae sy e

All. personnel are now.under tentage,.but. only. a.very.small proportion of..

We.are. suffering eritical shortage.of. such.basic.items as..spare.paris......

114 APC's. were.grounded. awmaiting. spare.parts....Apparently some.of.these.....
.|parts. have. to.come.from. AUSTRALIA,. ... Ordnance..gcalings..of. . thig. nature.......
larrived in. the theatre much too late and long afier 30 days.sealing with .

UEES TR EL BT T P B .

1 BF Coy—2175/65—355m
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----------------------------------------------
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This form is to be enclosed with the
annexes in AF - C 2119 (Adapted).

CO MANDERS DIARY NART ATIVE

AF-C2118 (Adapted)

Revised Jun, 1963

------------------------------------------

....L.:.mﬁn?th.,...hi!i?r,..ﬂﬁ..x&?ﬁ._.h_ﬂﬁ...l.lﬂ.’.ﬁ....Eﬁﬁ!-.’:l.ﬁﬁ-‘.@...i,l.,l,...%Ef':‘r.i.??h .............................................................................
... The question of s more flexible approach %o our doctrine of only firin

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

| They. seem to lack a sense of wrgency kn control.of their operations.. An. .

| opder.to. them. seems. to.be the basis.of. discussion.rather than. something
1 B P Coy—2175/65—55m

----------------------------------------------

..............................................




cc

MANDERS DIARY NAR. \TIVE

AF - C 2118 (Adapted)

Revised Jun, 1965

.| they act on immediately... On.one occasaion. they.specifically disobeyed.. .. I
.| a direct order from me. .regarding. the number.of door gunners required Lo . .| ...
| be included in ecrews. for a partienlar task, .withoutl.so. much as an. explane.

Jatien,. . . I

... The.gituation as. I see. it and have presented.dt . dgs. ... e

.| RAW, ... There. is. atill a difference in basic thinking between Army. . and RAAF,

..own. troops..are.deployed.on.the terrain. into which. the helicoplers

..commander.provided he. takes . into. full account air advice.as. io

are. required. $0. 0PeTBEE e

_have. had this out with Air. Commodore DOWLING and.Group.Captain..

The . helicopter.is.an.integral element. of .the. ground batile, and . | ...

its. tactical. employment. should be. determined. by .the ground. . ...

flying. safety.and. technical matlers. ...
The ground.commander is.in.the best. posiiion.fo..assess danger.. . .

...The problems of aireraft employment. and.contrel.are.considerably..
.different when. they concern a. relatively small number of helicop-

. ters uqmpaﬁe&..mith...a.largﬂr .and. more .comprehensive. range. of. ...

----------------------------------------------

_.___tranapart,...fighter. or.homber. aircraft.operating. in.support. ...l

B P Coy—275/65—55m




‘This form is to be enclosed with the
annexes in AF-C 2119 (Adapted).

CO! MANDERS DIARY NARI (TIVE

AF-C2118 (Adapted)

Revised Jun, 1965

Annex letter and

....................

S e T O I ey - S R R O T 1 PR

.|The.situation is.further. complicated by. the. geographical separation of the
.. Task Force.from the. helicopter. base. in .partiﬂular_..as...the..aeninr..ﬂﬂ.........._.....
officers and. .GLO live at VUHG TAU and commmications between VUNG.TAU .. ...

-
-|and HQ.1.ATF gt NUL DAT.are unreliable. ...l believe. that until gsqn can
| be-based in. the.Task Force arega the following. interim measures. are

That. the GLO.Section. move. from VONG. TAU to 1 ATF and brief .. ...

...grews.-in. the. . forward. area, . sending.an.officer .daily.to.Vung. ...

Tau- 1o .keep erews in.the.general. ground. picture.... ln.addition,. .
..it.will be necessary. to . relay. sufficient.information to RAAF ..

..information. .as..fo.their.likely. task,. and. with correct. . .. .. ...

..alreraft. configuration.

... YUNG. TAU.. 0. ensure. that aircrafi move. forwmard with general ... ..|..

----------------------------------------------

.............................................

1 B P Coy—273/65—55m




This form is to be enclosed with the

AF—C2118 (Adapted)

» Revised Jun, 1965
Thi form i 1 b enclosed it CO. MANDERS DIARY NARI \TIVE Rl ,
MONTH AND YEBAR. ... il REFERENGE MAF ... e e COMMANDING OFFICER.............cc.oooooeeveeeeeviin
m{':r&‘ﬁmﬁd Date Time Event or information Annex letter and

..l.and wvery.sueccesaful,

.. from.only. having two.battalions in the force,

.l.tentage and Secale A accommodation.

| ¢.. That either a more senior RAAF officer live in. the forward area. .

..of crews when on missions and acting within restrictive RAAF .

___________________________ T R I R L O sk s AR I s S it
........... Although not otherwise mentioned in. this narrative

Que. fo. the high security clasaification imposed,. continue.to.be. extensive

8. .Pace. of operations has been heavy. and. infantry. soldiers,.in............
-particular 5 BRAR, are.starting. io.feel. fthe.strain... I have been.able to...

{.avercome. this. in.part. by.obitaining. the. use.of.the R and.C. Centre, VUNG. . .
|.IAU.foxr 48 hour.rest periods. for. them,.and. the Batitalion. .delaying theiz....

next. battalion.operation.inta .BINH.BA by. three.days,...l.hope. that. pace..

...0f. operations. can.be.eased after.September but.basically.the.problem. stemsg

~Heavy . rain. has. persisted throughout. the. month and delayed the development.
of the TASK PORCE base,.-the. introduction .cof.-basie¢. trecp. comforts, -such-as

...or RAAF responsibility be more decentralized. The performance. ..

----------------------------------------------

................................................

----------------------------------------------

..............................................

..............................................

However,.mich.has. been.achieved,. . and.

1 B P Coy—273/65—55m




This form is to be enclosed with the

annexes in AF-C 2119

{ Adapted).

. I
AF-C2118 (Adapted)
CO. MANDERS DIARY NARI \TIVE e
UNIT/FORMATION . ...
REFERENCE MAP. COMMANDING OFFICER ...
Event or information Adiex Sorice soa

. e vorta »f esaential items
.our.Bngineers. continue to work wonders.  Shortages ol essentla. SLems — WL L R PR,
such. as..clathing,. As.Bs.end G vehicle speres continueB. f . . . . il
Mor:le.is high. sund. fighting efficieney equally high end inereasing dallyp . o e
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ |
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ i

..............................................

..............................................
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