











in the preservation of its freedom. We share the pride
of your people in the accomplishments of your brave

soldiers! We also share the grief of the families of
those who lost their lives in this action and other
actions. We hope for the speedy and satisfactory re-
covery of those who suffered wounds.

Goa Van Vien
General
Chief of Staff RVNAF

Signed:

Communist Reports

The communists, by comparison, issued the following
statements on the result of the battle:

At 1749 GMT on 27 August 1966 Radio Hanol reported
"The Australian Mercenaries, who are no less husky and
beefy than their allies, the US aggressors, have proved
as good fresh targets for the South Vietnam Liberation
Fighters.According to LPA (Liberation Press Agency) in
two days ending 18 August, the LAF (Liberation Armed
Forces) wiped out 500 Australian mercenaries in Baria
Province.

On 18 August, in the coastal province of Baria east
of Saigon, the LAF wiped out almost completely one bat-
talion of Australian mercenaries in an ambush in Long
Tan willage. At 1500 hours that day, an Australian
mercenary battalion and a column of armoured cars fell
into an ambush. Within the first few minutes the LAF
fiercely attacked the enemy and made short work of
two companies, set fire to three M113 armoured cars,
and drove the remnants into a corner of the battlefield.
The LAF then concentrated thelr fire on them and heav-
ily decimated the remaining company. The LAF also shot
down one of the US aircraft which went to the rescue of
the battered Australians.

According to first reports, in this battle the LAF
put out of action 400 Australian mercenaries, thus an~
nihilating two full sized companies, heavily decimated
another, set afire three M113 armoured cars, downed one
US jet fighter and captured a large quantity of arms
and munitions.

The day before, 17 August, the LAF in the same pro-
vince wiped out 100 Australian mercenaries.

For these victories the South Vietnamese LAF Com-
mand has decided to award a Liberatien Military Exploit
Order Third Class to the victorious units".

At 1419 GMT on 28 August Radio Peking International
Service in English reported:

"More than 500 Australian satellite troops,includ-
ing two whole companies, were wiped out by the South
Vietnam Liberation Army in Baria Province on 17 and 18
August when 1t launched fierce attacks on an Australian-
Battalion and an armoured car column, reported the
South Vietnam Liberation Press Agency. In an attack on
an Australian base in Nui Dat on 17 August, the Liber-
ation Army in Baria Province wiped out more than 100
Australian troops, in the afternoon the following day,
the Liberation army knocked out a number of Australian
troops which fell into an ambush in Long Tan Hamlet,
Then the Liberation Forces concentrated their fire on
the rest of the enemy and wiped out more than four hun-
dred Australian Satellite Troops. Two companies were
completely wiped out and another company was heavily
battered. Three M113 armoured cars were destroyed. The
Command of the South Vietnam Liberation Armed Forces
has recently decided to award this victorious unit with
the Liberation Exploit Order Third Class".

Siadyos

Many factors contributed to the success of this
operation, of these the salient ones appear to be:

a.Sound tactieal deployment of D/6 RAR prior
to and during the eontact. Had they been
less well dispersed it is likely that all
of them would have been engulfed in the
early contacts.

o

.Calmmess and econtrol.Despite the overwhelming
odds against them D Coy never surrendered the
initiative. While in 11 Platoon small arms
fire was controlled and accurate, 10 and 12
Platoons constantly manoeuvred in attempts

to assist them.

c.Courage in holding firm in the face of a
fiercely attacking enemy. Any attempt to
beat an over hasty withdrawal would almost
certainly have ended in disaster.

d.Effectiveness of the artillery fire support.
Fire control by the FO and his party was sup-
erb under the worst possible weather conditions.

e.Initiative and dash on the part of the APCs
conveying A/6 RAR to the secene of the operation.
The APC troop commander, when he felt he might
have difficulty reaching the beleagured D Coy
in time, ordered his wvehicles into extended line,
and with headlights on and machine guns blazing,
he tore through the encircling enemy force.

f.Steadiness of UH-1B pilots im ammunition resupply.

There are numerous accounts of individual heroism
in the operation which have not been included in this
account which has attempted to view the events with an
academic objectivity, the results, however, speak for
themselves and anyone who has ever taken part in mili-
tary operations knows that no matter how sound the
tactiecs you do not achieve results such as these with-
out outstanding acts on the part of many individuals.
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