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He Galls The Shots

A RAAF pilot has made more than 200 combat missions as the
eyes of the daily airstrikes against the Viet Cong in South Vietnam.

He is Wing Commander
Vance Drummond, AFC,
of Hackett, Canberra, who
is on attachment to the
United States Air Forc
in  Vietnam, flying his

tiny Cessna_ “Bird Dog” | it
aircraft named “Snoopy”

in scarch of fargets for the
USAF fighter-bombers to
blast.

“Bird Dog” is the code-name

for the Forward Air Control-
lers (FAC) who range over the

Viet Cong are there.

Not only do, the FACs en-
sure that the Viet Cong are
but make doubl
s or CIVlI»
ans are likely (o, be. hit by the
airstrikes which result.

Target Area
No target is attacked until
the BAC Ras verified it as 16 egi
T G e Gt
get against maps and informa-
ion supplied from the ground
contro pass the informa-
tion to base, and then
wait and guide the ﬁgum into
the target arca which 2
bl e per-
haps marked  with  smoke
bombs.
When the attack is over, he
must then observe the result

gsz

and report on the success of
the operation.

Wing _ Commander Drum-

niquies. s
spent at the TAC centre

with the
Controllers in a more practical
field of study.
The FAC spends a lot of
time in_the air, One hundred
s nth s time

o(hcl'\lly allowed, and most of
ach ( with-
n average flight lasts
Sbout three. hours, usually up
0 the Ivmu of th¢ fuel of the
“Bird D

For most_of this time_the

FAC s ranging the countryside
cheek n; on what s going o in
is of responsibility. The
Viet" Gong, know by now_that

the small silver *|

usually (ry to
Iow Olhu mnmully resent the

wal cra d do their
bcs( o) destroy i With ground

ng Commander  Drum-
mond only sees members of
the RAAF when he lands at

h

'S [ Vung Tau about once a montl

to pick up his pay and mail.
He has a rare job among the
Australians, and regards it as

an_honour an_opportunity
o s thet the. RAAR. air

IOPEN

WIDE'

T
- YA gg«

living

Tsland and at RAAF Basc,
Butterworth, Malaysia, _gef
the best of dental reatment
— thanks to_the ecfforts of
RAAE Geniat ofetes and
their stafls.

At the RAAF Dental Clinic
on Penang Island, two dental
officers, a Malaysian _dental
assistant and a dental nurse
treat about 6,000 men, women
and children_every year.
other  RAAF dental _officers
treatabout 4,000 RAAF mem-

dental team:
nd 60 mew dentures. every
month.

@ At the Penang Clinic, Senior
Dental Officer, Squadron Lead-
[ D. Litchfield, of Beecroft,
attends fo_the teeth of
e of an RAF officer,

nurse, Mrs,
fe of Leading
Uprichard, of
Brisane, assists.

Kl rattosan
Tarrigind

crews are equal to the exacting
task of calling the shots.

Commander  Drum

Wing

perienced fighter
served in Korea with No 7
Squadron, and was taken pris-

by the North

© Right: Wing Com-
mander Vance Drum-
mnnd checking his arm-
automatic rifle be-
fore anofher “Bird Dog”
‘mission.

CAF Squadron In Bush
Survival Exercise

In snake infested territory 30 miles south of Townsville men of
No 22 “City of Sydney” Squadron recently “survived” a crash landing

| “behind enemy lines”.

Led by Squadron Leader
Dave Paul, a DFC winner
in the Second World War
and now a Bondi Defective
Sergeant of police, they
stayed in the bush for 48
hours.

The men were driven to the

‘survival” area from Towns-
ville Base and left.

They “rescued” men stranded
in trees after bailing out and
also recovered members of the

squadron who  “landed”
water.
No 22 Squadron flew to

Townsville to spend two wecks
working with No 10 Squadron.
During the exercise the
Squs |d|on trudged through jun-
try, forded streams and
Yinjured” men.

Survival Techniques
The idea of the “survival®
course_was to train the men
to avoid capture if forced (o
ditch behind enemy Jines and

y alive in difficult ter

Ve

were only allowed to

normally worn
When‘an airman s foreed
bail out, to m:

est
role in a s

5| les supporting a

out into water,

they make 4 comfortable emer:
gency  stretcher when trec
branches are run through the
shoulder section.

i job “for' the “diiche
airmen de the ey
e e s

tale white parachute. After this
has been i dden, he
continues to_search_for
survivors, before taking a com-
his_watch

doubll,

d way
out of e b ot
th.

grow
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For many of the newer
members of the Squadron, this
exercise proved realistic
as_the area is tough and the
going hard.
The men were warned
wateh out for snakes.
Much of the exercise involy-
ed the men hacking their way
through the  undergrowth,
climbing shaggy cliff fa
pin-pointing positions
climbing
sides 1o rea
The area c
“survival” was selected because
it offered a variety of obstacles
for the men to overcome,
Normally the 22 Squadron
K n jobs as

to

anlier ‘and  in  commumication

l\s.y are keen and recently
won the Air Force Association
¢ h being the most
et Reserve Sq\mdron
Ihc nation.

in

men of No 22
qll:\dn‘ul S|
ritory near Towns,
ed left to righ

der of Epping, Cpl et Doug.
Iass of Castle Hill, and Flg Off
on Doorey of Padstow.

RVIATION ART
COMPETITION

t competition for
on aviation sub-

jects is being conducted
by the Royal Aecronauti-
cal i

Society, Australian
ision, to  celebrate
their Centenary year.

e competition c\m
on January 15, 1967, and
the " paintings must have
been completed in  the

twelve months ended De-
cember 31, 1966.
Py

must be figurative,
necessarily representa
. Portraits are excluded.
‘Competitors may_enter
any number of “works,
which should not be larg-
er than 5 x 3, and must
be framed.

competition
0 all A

is
an

able from the Secrefary,

The Royal Acronautical
Socicty (Australian Div-
ision), PO Box 30, Banks-
town, NSW, or from any
Qantas office.




