Sailors in jungle

greens highly

regarded by allies

The Navy has good reason to be
proud of the RANHFV serving in Vietnam.
It is right amidst the enemy and doing a

remarkable job for the defence of the Free
World.

There are RANHEFYV person-
nel in every department of
the TS Assault  Hellcopter
Company with which they are
working in Vietnam,

But they are scarcely recog-
nisable as sailors In the dress
of tho day . . . jungle greens.
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51D Bill Qppenhuls, of Parl Arlington, Vi, mans an M-60 moching gun as part of tho porimeler
defence of Block Horte, bote of the RANHFY,

CK Graham Steneham of Balgow-
loh, MN3W, in the gelley, coeking
sieaks.

They live In tents under
very trying and dusty or
muddy conditlons.

Evervbody works soven days
a week with an B and B of
five days during the year.

This 15 the averall scéne In
Vietnnm bub it may be of in-
terest to readers to know how
fthe FLIGHT'S  personne
spend their day,

The officers (pilots) are
flying, of course, in both the
life platocn and the gunship
plakoon. The oDSCrvers are emn-
gaged In Imtelllgence, Opera-
tions and Liaison with the
ARVHN forces.

Maost of the 34 =ailors are
nmerged in the malntenance

Graame Sharp, Both of Mowra, work on a UHI-D

halizapter gl the Allied Shops Maointenon<e Arean,

Black Horie. LEFT: A/LAMW Burton ond A/POAMYWY

Jenes |(gen ploloon), prepore pothwaoys in readiness
the mud of the wet seosan.

of aireraft, and around-the-
clock operations keep them
extremely busy,

They are recognised by all
similar US Army unils as be-
ing the best mainlenance
peaple avallable, and the very
high  aircraft availabllity
Figanees thelr Assanll Helicop-
ter Company has, allests In
subsiantial measure to thi=
fact.

The maintenanee b5 super-
vised by Lieut. W. 5. Lowe,
RAN, who 5 nlso n mainten-
ance test pllot ln the unit.

POACK Phillips is the ¢om-
pany construction team MO0
which {5 currently construct-

Ing permanent Billets, quite a
major undertaking,

FOACH Monty is an Opera-
tions WCO,

ABPOAMW  Jenesz s the
platoon sergeant of the Arm=
od Helicopter Platoon and his
teum of armorers fly as gun-
ners in the gunshins and ol
serviee the rocket launchers
and minlgun eguipment.

Little is avallable In the way
of entectatoment exeept o
movie programme which has
just started to rub regularcly
again since POEAC Ryan re-
porired the projectcs  equip=
ment,

At the moment, the Flight's
personiiel are I.'I-l"l}]:lﬂ.l:'ilflg for
the worst of the web season—
already monsoonal rains have
turped the base Into a quag-
mire,

These piotures  glve some
idea of life In Yietnam:

ASLAAH David Green, of Wasl-
mead lokes lime out te Hrape
mud off his bools. Receni mon-
soonal roins have lurned the bose
Inta & quogmirns.
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LAsPADT John Dowe, of Bandige,
with €W Chuck Blake, pilet of the
gunship, moke Friends with stome
Vielnomose children. The children
come oul fram o lecal villoge to
laek af the aircraft during a lunch
timi braak,
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A Block Horse recently, o group of West Awvstrolion performers gave @ shew for the men of the RAMHFY; and the Assoul! Helicepter Company,

with whom they are combined. The show, which lasted aver an heur, was greally enjeyed by all, even though tome of the * Aussie™ jokes laft blank

exprasdions on the foces of the Amoricans. LEFT: LCDR Meil Ralph, of Mowra, and MECHAE] Ray Hemer, olso of Newre, are thown with Kelly Green,
ona of the singors fram Porth, and RIGHT: EMAW Perking, of Tuart Hill, WA, with singer Choryl Reod.
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